
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

…because a parent is a child’s first teacher… 
 
 
 

 

La Fe Preparatory  
Parent Engagement Program & 

Policy 



Dear Parent,  
 
We are honored that you have chosen La Fe Preparatory 
School for your child’s education and we are so excited about 
being your partner. At La Fe Preparatory School, we believe 
that parents and families are the most important teachers a 
child can have. We believe in the power of parents to shape, 
build, and most importantly inspire their children through 
lessons of life. 
 
Because we believe deeply in the power and the knowledge 
that parents have with regard to their child’s life and 
learning, we have designed a program that asks you to be 
actively engaged in your child’s education at least five hours 
a month. Here is what we mean by engagement:  
 
Engagement is when parents, grandparents, and other 
caregivers actively support their child’s learning experience 
in the home, at the school, and in spaces between. 
 
We ask that you record your hours on the Parent Engagement 
Log that you receive during every Parent Night and that you 
return the log at the following Parent Night. We have asked 
you to keep an eye out for any challenges or successes or 
enjoyments that you witness as you engage with your child.  
 
Below, we have listed various examples of parent engagement. 
Remember, we believe learning can happen anywhere – 
whether you show your child you care about his/her school by 
helping out in the Parent Center, attending a class here on 
campus, or spend time reading together every night.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Examples of Parent Engagement 
 

At La Fe Preparatory School, parents are welcome and urged 
to be involved in the child’s educational experience on many 
levels, in widely ranging ways. We recognize that there are 
various ways that parents can be engaged in their children’s 
education, from at-home learning activities like cooking, 
making a grocery list, or reading, to participating in a Make It 
–Take It Lab in the Parent Center, to classroom visits where 
parents are invited to share stories and/or demonstrate some 
of their own talents and skills, to helping organize school 
events and/or to provide invaluable assistance to teachers. 
We strongly believe that parents and families teach their 
children valuable lessons on daily basis and we urge parents 
to document those and share them with us! 
 
This list of examples below is only a starting point, but it 
offers useful ideas about how parents might want to engage 
in their child educational experience. Because parents are 
their children’s first teachers, we encourage them to help us 
build this list by sharing their own experiences and ideas.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Examples of Parent Engagement 
 
Parents are encouraged to engage in at least 2 hours of 
School based participation. Here are some examples: 

☺ Participate in a Make It-Take It Lab: Come in to the Parent 
Center to learn how to make fun games and activities for 
at home learning! Make It-Take It Labs are taught by La Fe 
teachers and the parent coordinator during the week, 
on Parent Night, and during Saturday School.  

 
☺ Participate in D.E.A.R. time every morning! 
 
☺ Participate in Wellness Wednesdays: Exercise with your 

child and get healthy together! 
 

☺ Assist in Homework Hut: With the support of an 
Americorps Volunteer, you can help your child master 
reading, math, or other skills.  

  
☺ Participate in the classroom: Share a story about your 

family, demonstrate a talent; read a book to your child’s 
class; help children in class with their work; help 
teacher with tasks: make copies, file paper work, 
organize bulletin boards, or prepare take-home 
materials.  

 
☺ Attend any qualifying Parent Education Course. 
 
☺ Instruct a Parent Education, Leadership, and/or Skills 

Development Course 
 

☺ Chaperone a class field-trip. 
 
☺ Be a Fundraiser: Plan a bake sale, book fair, celebration, 

or any other creative fund-raising event. 
 
☺ Be a school planner: Help make every event perfect! Be 

on a planning committee for school holiday functions, 
plays, and other events, etc....  

 
☺ Be a Decision Maker: Volunteer for a committee; Sit on 

the Campus Educational Instruction Committee; Organize 
a parent discussion group to voice opinions on school 
matters.   

 
☺ Volunteer for Events: baking, cooking, designing 

materials, setting up booths, clean up. 
 



☺ Teach an after-school class like soccer, basketball, 
folklorico, art, chess, etc… 

 
☺ Other School Based Participation: hall monitoring 

during school and for after school program, answering 
phones, etc… 

 
Parents are encouraged to document at least 2 hours of At-
Home learning per month. Here are some examples 
 

☺   Read at Home: Read together at least 15 minutes at
 night. Remember to ask your child questions about the
 story. Ask him/her to identify letters, colors, and
 shapes as you read! Ask them to tell you about the
 story as you read.  
 
☺ Share your history!: Tell your child a story about your 

family, your child hood, any favorite memory or valuable 
lesson. Then, ask him or her to re-create a picture of the 
story. Bring this story to school for display in the halls 
or in the Parent Newsletter.  

 
 
☺ Homework Help: Make sure your child has a space and 

time for homework. Turn off the television, find a snack 
and clear off the kitchen table so you can work on the 
homework together! 

 
☺ Teaching your child through daily tasks: Count together 

when you cook; let your child measure and count when 
you bake; ask your child to draw and write out a grocery 
list. Make sure that s/he uses lots of colors when 
drawing food and tries to sound out the words. 

 
☺ Make It – Take It Labs: Attend a Make-It Take It Lab to 

extend classroom learning into at home learning. The 
Make-It Take It Labs bring parents together to make and 
learn about games and activities that can easily be done 
at home! 

 
☺ Paint, color, draw, and write stories together about a 

favorite memory, favorite food, or favorite thing to do.  
 

☺ Treasure Hunt in the House, Neighborhood or Park: Ask 
your child to find and count items inside your house, in 
the neighborhood, or in the park. Talk about colors and 
shapes as s/he counts.  

 



☺ Visit websites together such as www.pbskids.org or 
www.kids.nationalgeographic.com and show your child 
the world.  See the list of websites for more tips! 

 
Learning is Fun and it can happen anywhere! Parents should 
aim for at least 1 hour of Fun learning each month. Try these: 
 

☺ Visit the Zoo: Learn about all kinds of animals at the El 
Paso Zoo. Admission is free for children under 2! $3.00 
for children 3-12 years old, $5.00 for people 13-61, and 
$4.00 for adults 62+.  

 
☺ Visit the El Paso Downtown Library to check out books 

and attend Family Story-time on Saturdays at 11:00 a.m. 
 

☺ Visit the Insights Museum: Admission is free for children 3 
and under, $4.00 for children 4-11, and $5.00 for 
students, military and seniors, $6.00 for adults. 

 
☺ Find the seasons!: Go on a walk to explore what each 

season brings. Have your child draw or write about what 
s/he sees.  

 
☺ Enroll your child in a sport or club and support his/her 

efforts by watching him/her play. 
 

 
The following examples do not count as parent engagement: 

 
• Dropping child off at school in the morning 
• Dropping child off at Saturday School 
• Dropping child off for field-trips or events 
• Watching but not joining in for Wellness Wednesdays, 

Saturday School or class room visits.  
• Talking in the halls or in the Parent Center.  

 
 

 
Not only does La Fe Preparatory School want you to be 
involved, we want to support your efforts as much as we can. 
The following table is an explanation for every piece of the La 
Fe Preparatory School Parent Engagement Program. We 
welcome you and hope that you join us at school very soon. We 
believe in your power as parents and look forward to a long, 
successful partnership for your child!  

 



La Fe Preparatory School Parent Engagement 
Program 

 
La Fe’s Parent Engagement Program is grounded in a school-
wide study where administrators, teachers, school faculty 
and parents were interviewed and surveyed. Our data 
collection efforts resulted in the identification and 
construction of several program components.  
 

La Fe Preparatory School  
Parent Engagement Program 

Component Purpose 
1. School-Parent Contract Establish expectations for parents in terms of their parent 

participation.  
2. New Parent Orientation Establish expectations for parents regarding their on-campus 

and in-classroom participation; a thorough introduction to the 
school, its programs, and policies.  

3. Parent Handbook  Provide parents with information about the parent engagement 
program, teacher and administrator contact information, the 
school’s programs & policies. 

4. Parent Website  Provides parents with contact information for school, teachers, 
and local service agencies. Features on-line links to 
educational activities and has downloadable activities. 

5. Parent Newsletter Provide an additional and uniform stream of communication 
with important updates. Parents are invited to contribute to the 
Newsletter.  

6. Parent Engagement Log  Document hours and activities in which parents engage their 
children in the learning process.  The participation log features 
guiding questions for parent reflection because we believe we 
have a lot to learn from parents about their children! 

7. Helping Hand Provides parents with 5 specific ideas about how they can 
participate each month. The Helping Hand is part of the Parent 
Newsletter.  

8. Parent Nights Intended to provide parents with important information about 
upcoming school events; Twice a year, Parent Focus Groups 
where parents will be asked for feedback on a number of 
issues; On occasion, Make It – Take It Labs will be offered so 
that parents can learn tips, activities, and games to use with 
their children at home. Teachers are charged with carrying out 
the Make It –Take Its for Parent Nights.  

9. Make it –Take it Labs  Provide parents with examples of at home learning lessons and 
examples that can be easily replicated at home. These labs are 
informed by current classroom instruction and curriculum and 
coordinated by parent coordinator based on information 
gathered in planning meetings. Parents can be invited to 
demonstrate Make It Take Its at a later date.  



10. Homework Huts An opportunity for parents to help children with academic 
needs with the support of Americorps staff. 

11. Parent Educational, 
Leadership and Professional 
Development 

Develop the education, professional, and leadership capacity of 
parents through practical and professional course offerings, 
which include GED, ESL, Computer Classes, Reading, 
Writing, Financial Literacy, Office Skills Training, Job Search 
and Resume Workshops, Small Business Development and 
Proposal Workshops, and Social Service Resource Education.  

12. Americorps Parents as 
Partners Classes 

Support and educate parents about communication with 
teachers and administrators, potential academic hurdles, 
preparation for their child’s academic future, especially 
college.  

13. Campus Educational 
Instructional Committee  

Provide decision-making opportunities to parents regarding 
school wide policy and programming. 

14. Parent Center  Provide a space for parents to feel welcome at school. Parents 
are encouraged to use the space to conduct their own 
classes/activities for other parents, especially those that are 
related to Micro-Society, and also to carry out projects for 
teachers.  

15. Micro-Society for Parent 
Entrepreneurs 

Support parents as they learn and improve a craft that enhances 
self-sufficiency by earning money.  

16. Social Calls for Funds of 
Knowledge 

Intended to enrich the cultural component of La Fe Preparatory 
School’s bi-cultural, bi-national mission. Teachers and staff get 
to know their students and their families within the context of 
their homes and to facilitate a new way of thinking about 
students, to “dig” knowledge out of the child’s history, home, 
family and implement a culturally grounded curriculum that is 
shaped by teachers, parents, the local community, and action-
research. 

17. Talent Bank for Teaching To utilize parent knowledge, background and talents in the 
classroom for teaching in the classroom or after-school 
program. 

 


